
EMERGENCY EVACUATION PLANNING
“Failure to plan is planning to fail”

Many cities, towns and communities throughout Canada are at risk of evacuation on an
ongoing basis due to natural disasters - including interface wildfires, earthquakes and
sudden flooding. Unfortunately, many households do not take the time to consider planning
for a sudden evacuation until they are dealing with their own. By incorporating your animals
in your evacuation planning, you can mitigate pet evacuation failure and improve an animal’s
survival prognosis during a natural disaster.

In an emergency, S.T.O.P. - Stop, Think, Observe, Plan… then act! With all good intentions,
sometimes we rush to help or interfere when we shouldn’t. Assess every situation carefully
before taking action. A survival attitude involves carefully planned actions, rather than
reactionary behaviour based upon fear. Plan ahead, obtain the knowledge and skills needed
to safely respond to emergencies and consider your animal’s safety as well as your own.
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LONG RANGE PLANNING

Familiarize yourself with the potential types of natural disasters in your area, and prepare an
emergency response plan for each. Consider that many people may not be home when an
evacuation order is implemented. Exchange numbers and emergency plans with neighbours
and close friends in the event you are not home to retrieve your animals during an
evacuation order. Create a community plan, including key staging areas to facilitate
evacuation.

Plan for early warning systems and practice your emergency response plan with your
animal. Practice “fire drills” and other sudden evacuation plans. Many animals hide when
fearful, so consider where your animal may be hiding in your house or on your property in
the event of an emergency. Not all emergencies happen in the daytime - it is also worth
practicing at night.

SUPPLIES FOR EVACUATION - Plan for 2 weeks worth of supplies after a cataclysmic
event

Food, stored in cool area to prevent spoilage while in storage
Water, up to 4L per day. Public water sources may be cut off during disasters.
If storing for an extended amount of time, be sure to change the water in
storage containers every 3 months
Appropriate identification

Collar with tag indicating name, phone number of owner
Microchip or tattoo
Up to date license to rapidly reunite through municipality

First Aid + Emergency kits (see below)
Up to date vaccines. Wild and non-domesticated animals are displaced
during natural disasters and exposure may occur to diseased wildlife. It is
also a matter of safety in confined temporary emergency housing with other
animals of unknown vaccine history
Medications
Bowls, leashes, carriers, poop bags, litter trays
Special requirements or environments for exotics, amphibians or reptiles
Copies of veterinary records, especially if your pet has any prescriptions
Take pictures of you with your pets; including pictures from both sides,
front and overhead for rapid identification. This will expedite the process of
reuniting with your animal if you evacuate without them and need to be
identified
Have a map of your planned escape routes in every direction and
communicate with your household the specifics of each plan
Consider contacting another vet clinic in another community ahead of time
Prepare kennels or crates with additional clean bedding



Prior to evacuation, keep your supplies organized and ready to go in an easily accessible
area. Have all vehicles in safe, working order; full tank of gas and keys in an obvious place.
Pack and prepare trailers if evacuating livestock.

EVACUATING WITHOUT YOUR ANIMALS

If you are unable to retrieve your pet before a sudden evacuation, reuniting with your animal
during a disaster can be a complicated situation. The task is much easier if you take
emergency planning steps in advance. After a disaster, a disaster agency such as the SPCA
will ask to have an owner’s address and description of animals left behind. Pets will be held
in a temporary facility until they can be formally identified by the owner. Records and
identification are required to assure ownership. By preparing a pet rescue card (below),
rescue personnel can quickly and efficiently retrieve your animal once it is safe to do so.

If you are unable to locate an animal prior to leaving, ensure there is at least 1 week’s worth
of food and water in several locations throughout the house where the animal can find it.

EMERGENCY KIT

Flashlight, extra batteries

Portable water containers

Axe, chainsaw

Wire cutters

Tool kit with useful supplies

Tarps

Extra gasoline

Bleach

Knife

Maps

Shovels

Emergency phone numbers

Copies of important documents and records

Whistle or airhorn *3 of anything is the universal distress signal: 3 whistles, 3 truck horn blasts

Pencil flare gun

FIRST AID KIT

Bandaging supplies
Vetrap

Gauze rolls

Compression bandage

Bandage scissors and tweezers

Non adherent dressing

Wound care
Cleaning solutions

Styptic pens



Antiseptic wipes

Saline flush

Muzzle

Medications

Emergency blanket

Booties

Whistle

Parachute cord or other rope

Bandana or cotton face mask for temporary smoke or dust relief during a forest fire or after earthquake

BARK Pet Alert card - to be completed, then protected in a clear plastic covering and securely
attached to the front door of residence if the animal has been left behind during evacuation.


